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Nancy’s cancer journey of courage 

When given the opportunity to meet Nancy Ney, you would agree she is a fighter 
with a kind, gentle soul and a powerful spirit that moves you. 

In June 2020, during Nancy’s diagnostic mammogram, a cyst was found. Later the 
biopsy results confirmed that she had cancer. After losing her husband to laryngeal 
cancer, she was overwhelmed, devastated and scared. Her family had already lost a 
father and grandfather to cancer. Would they lose her, too?  

We are happy to share that Nancy’s outcome after receiving surgery, chemotherapy, 
radiation and physical therapy is good. Nancy describes her journey, “It was filled 
with prayers and wonderful support from Scott, my husband now who lost his wife 
to ALS, my family and friends as well as the encouragement, professionalism, 
compassion and hope provided by my phenomenal caregivers at Ascension Mercy 
Hospital. I thank God for all of them. The team helped me with my perseverance and 
endurance, knowing it would be a marathon, not a sprint.”  

Nancy credits the success of her journey to Ascension Mercy Hospital and the Michael D. Wachtel Cancer Center, 
which included the wonderful staff at the Breast Center and Cancer Center, the top notch surgery team and 
outpatient services, and the physical therapists that helped her get back to full range of motion after surgery.  

Nancy adds, “Not one size fits all! I was not just a number but treated like a patient with feelings and emotions. The 
staff at Mercy has been there for me every step along the way. Because family members could not be with me for 
my treatments during COVID, the staff became my family. They kept me active, motivated and hopeful. Later this 
year and during this last phase of my cancer treatment, I am hopeful to hear the words ‘cancer-free.’ Not the 
outcome I expected when I first heard my diagnosis last year. Thanks to my family, friends and Mercy Hospital’s 
amazing staff.”  
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3D Mammogram in Mercy’s Breast Center 

A 3D Mammography machine has been recently added at 
Ascension Mercy Hospital’s Breast Center. Jenna Vis, 
Manager of Imaging Services at Mercy, shared, “With the 
addition of this 3D Mammography room to our department, 
our technologists are able to provide uninterrupted breast 
cancer screenings with greater patient comfort. These high 
quality images and the improved technologies continue to 
help diagnose cancers earlier.” 

This enhancement was made possible with a donor‘s estate 
gift and will greatly assist the Breast Center at Ascension 
Mercy Hospital.  

 

 
Cancer patients’ added comfort 

New recliners were recently upgraded in the Michael D. Wachtel Cancer 
Center at Ascension Mercy Hospital, enhancing our patients’ experience and 
comfort thanks to donors like you. 

Nancy recently commented when receiving treatment: “The chairs are 
wonderful! Morgan, an associate in the Cancer Center said they love them and 
so do the patients! So happy! Thank you for helping make this all possible. I 
was escorted into a private room, and I’m reclining in one right now with a low 
level of heat. So comfortable that I think I could fall asleep!” 

The Cancer Center added 13 new infusion recliner chairs at Ascension Mercy 
Hospital this year with funds from Mercy Health Foundation. This will greatly 
enhance the comfort of cancer patients at Mercy Hospital and the safety of the 
cancer center staff. Thank you to those who contributed to this initiative and 
directly support the mission of your Foundation! 



August / September 2013 
Message from Foundation Director 

Fall is a time of transition, reflection and celebration. At Mercy Health Foundation, 
we are grateful to you, our donors and friends, who invest in the important  
mission-based programs and services at Ascension Mercy Hospital and our 
Oshkosh area clinics.  

I am honored to serve in a new expanded role as the Chief Philanthropy Officer 
supporting the Mercy Health Foundation. I want to personally thank Liz Rice 
Janzen for her dedication, leadership and all she has done over the years to 
support our work. I am happy to share that  Liz is fully embracing retirement and 
enjoying time with her family and their “new” cottage.  

October 1 commemorates the 50th Anniversary of the Mercy Health Foundation. 
To celebrate the 50th Anniversary - we are launching a special fundraising 
initiative - “50 for 50”. We invite you to join us and consider making a contribution 
to celebrate this golden anniversary of your Mercy Health Foundation.  

We live in an incredibly generous community and we are thankful for your 
investment in our mission and support of our doctors, nurses and frontline associates. These incredible people 
continue to step up and provide the best and safest care for our friends, family and community.  

I look forward to getting to know you. If you have any questions or have a story to share, I would love to hear from 
you. Please feel free to reach out to me at chad.hershner@ascension.org or 920-223-0691. 

All the best, 

TTRRIIBBUUTTEE  GGIIFFTTSS  

Rose M. Behlman 
Michael J. Foley 
Gilbert Frank 
Stacy Ann Deaton 
Richard Garbe 
Daniel Hanson 
Deborah Koch 
Anna H. Krueger 
Steven W. Oesterreich 
Dolores G. Quast 
Wilma Ritsema 
Nyal M. Scheuermann 
Beverly J. Scheuermann 
Helen L. Schuster 
Larry A. Skovera 
William C. Spivey 
Maxine Van Price 
Guilford "Bud" Mitchell Wiley 

LLeeaavvee  aa  LLeeggaaccyy      

Consider a legacy gift to 
Mercy Health Foundation 
through a ppllaannnneedd  ggiifftt  by 
including the Foundation in 
your will or estate plan. If you 
have already designated 
Mercy Health Foundation in 
your will or estate plan, 
please let us know so that we 
can welcome you as a 
member of the SSiiggnnaattuurree  
SSoocciieettyy. For more information 
please contact Chad 
Hershner at (920) 223-0691. 

Reminder, please use 
Amazon Smile and list Mercy 
Health Foundation as your 
charity of choice. We get a % 
back on your total purchases! 
https://smile.amazon.com/ 

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ffoorr  yyoouurr  ssuuppppoorrtt  ooff  tthhee  HHoouusseeCCaallll  eevveenntt!!  

On behalf of our HouseCall Steering 
Committee and the Mercy Health 
Foundation, thank you to those who 
attended HouseCall, A Virtual 
Celebration of Community, Healthcare and New Beginnings. We are so 
appreciative of the support of this year’s event. 

Our generous donors helped raise over $42,000, allowing the Foundation to 
purchase a new Panda Warmer for Ascension Mercy Hospital’s Birthplace. 
Thank You! 

HouseCall, our first virtual event, was held on Thursday, May 13, 2021. 
Thanks to our talented committee and partners like you, it was a truly 
wonderful day to celebrate philanthropy and high-quality healthcare in our 
community. Here is the link if you would like to watch the virtual event: 
https://youtu.be/-Q9NdrjCvcY. HouseCall featured important messages 
from hospital leaders, patient stories and an interactive program - Live, 
Laugh, Love with local chef, comedy group and yoga instructor providing a 
'HouseCall' with wellness tips, to people right in their home or office. 

Planning has started for next year’s event (when we hope to once again 
gather in person), so we invite you to save the date—MMaarrcchh  3311,,  22002222..  
Thank you to all those who supported this very meaningful event and for 
making a positive impact on our community. 

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr’’ss  HHoouusseeCCaallll  eevveenntt  ssppoonnssoorrss::  

Chad Hershner 

Chief Philanthropy Officer 

Mercy Health Foundation  
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