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CCaarrddiioovvaassccuullaarr  SSuurrggeerryy  TTeeaamm  CCeelleebbrraatteess  3300tthh  AAnnnniivveerrssaarryy  
The first cardiovascular surgery at Ascension NE Wisconsin - St. Elizabeth was performed on 
April 17, 1991. This year will mark a major milestone for the program and two of its clinicians 
as they celebrate the 30th anniversary of the first heart surgery on April 17, 2021.  

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  aanndd  aa  ssppeecciiaall  tthhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  DDrr..  ZZeennoouunn  OO..  AAbboouuzzeellaamm  aanndd  NNaann  
KKrriizzeenneesskkyy,,  RRNN,,  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccaarrddiioovvaassccuullaarr  pprrooggrraamm  ssiinnccee  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg!!  

The first open heart surgery case performed by Dr. Abouzelam was a quintuple bypass and 
the patient’s nurse was Nan, both of whom still work today as part of the cardiovascular 
team. Dr. Abouzelam and Nan have trained many generations of nurses and operating room 
staff to ensure excellent outcomes and provide compassionate, personalized patient care. 

Dr. Abouzelam finished his cardiac surgery fellowship at the Medical College of Wisconsin in July 1989. After 
moving to the Fox Valley, he launched Ascension St. Elizabeth’s heart surgery program in 1991. He was the first 
physician in northeast Wisconsin to surgically implant an Implantable Cardioverter Defibrillator (ICD); a small 
electronic device connected to the heart to monitor and help regulate electrical issues. 

Since then, Dr. Abouzelam established a minimally invasive mitral and aortic valve and a mitral valve repair 
surgery program, both firsts in northeast Wisconsin.  

In the last 30 years, the cardiac surgery team at Ascension St. Elizabeth Hospital has performed 
thousands of surgeries, including very complex open heart surgeries with excellent outcomes. 

Ascension St. Elizabeth recently launched its Transcatheter Aortic Valve Replacement (TAVR) 
to provide a minimally invasive option to elderly patients who were once considered high risk for 
surgical intervention.   

“With the establishment of the structural heart program, the Ascension St. Elizabeth cardiac 
surgery and cardiology program has become the premier heart program in northeast Wisconsin. 
I look forward to celebrating my 30th anniversary here with such a wonderful team.” 

Nan, a lead RN in the ICU department at Ascension St. Elizabeth, has some great memories of working with Dr. 
Abouzelam and the team over the past 30 years. “Dr. Abouzelam protects and supports our entire team, saying 
that it takes a village to take care of one patient. Many patients and families have been touched by a community of 
providers, and Dr. Abouzelam is definitely one of the best.” 
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TTRRIIBBUUTTEE  &&  MMEEMMOORRIIAALL  GGIIFFTTSS  
In honor or memory of… 

Glen Beckman 
Briana Boyce 
Karen M. Britten 
Paul Burkart 
James W. Castor 
Halie & Jaclyn Dedering 
James P. Diedrich 
Patricia Diehl 
Barbara J. Eckstein 
Daniel S. Evans 
Cookie Fielkow 
Emily Fisher 
Gregory H. Foster 
Mario L. Frassetto 
Jack A. Fuller 
Meghan Fuller 
Gloria Ganther 
Dolores Gear 
Gerald D. Golden 
Meghan A. Gremban 
Joanne Groth 
Robert L. Harmon 
June H. Hebeler 
Ilera H. Heckel 
Nancy Heinemann 
Russell W. Holmes 
Douglas B. Horan 
Mary K. Jennerjahn 
Patricia A. Jordan 
Diane M. Kolakowski 
Carol A. Kressin 
Robert Laemmrich 
Elaine M. Lamers 
David R. List 
Donna M. Loderbauer 
Mary Love 
Kathleen M. Mertens 
Bernie Miller 
Aaron Nienstedt 
Jerry Noto 
Bonnie R. Nutting 
Auden Pearson 
Neil H. Pergande 
Grace Retzlaff 
Grant T. Richman 
Andrea M. Ritchie 
Daniel L. Rorabeck 
Gene A. Sauer 
DuWaine Scheid 
Carol "Tweet" M. Schmidt 
Rita R. Schmidt 
Arlen L. Schroeder 
Jon Schultz 
Selwyn Shmitt 
Joyce M. Sievert 
Mary E. Spielbauer 
St. Elizabeth Hospital Associates 
Donald I. Stilp 
Sheila Tibbetts 
Ken F. Van De Wettering 
Leo A. Van Den Brandt 
Vernon E. Wiese 
Barbara R. Watkins 
Michael J. Wilfer 
William Judkins 
Dolores M. Zuleger-Boyer 
Mary Grace Zwick 

LLeeaavvee  aa  LLeeggaaccyy         
Consider a legacy gift to St. Elizabeth 
Hospital Foundation through a ppllaannnneedd  
ggiifftt  by including the Foundation in your 
will or estate plan. If you have already 
designated St. Elizabeth Hospital 
Foundation in your will or estate plan, 
please let us know so that we can 
welcome you as a member of the 
HHeerriittaaggee  SSoocciieettyy. For more information,  
please contact us at 920.831.1475. 

MMeessssaaggee  ffrroomm  yyoouurr  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  DDiirreeccttoorr  

For me, Spring is a time of hope, joy, gratitude and optimism. As we move into this 
new season, there is more hope for our community and country as more people 
receive their vaccines. 

We are filled with gratitude at Ascension St. Elizabeth Hospital as we celebrate 30 
years of our cardiovascular program. This newsletter highlights our cardiovascular 
program, celebrates the career of Dr. Zenoun Abouzelam and shares more 
information about the advances in heart care.  

Everyday, I count my blessings and reflect on what a joy it is to work with such an 
amazing Foundation team. Nikki Knight recently joined the team as our Foundation 
Coordinator. Julie Miskoviak has accepted a new role as communications and 
events specialist. Heather Zoromski has moved from her work on special events to 
work closely with donors as a Gift Officer.  

I’m optimistic that with more practice maybe my golf game will improve. We invite 
you to join us for our Player’s Choice Golf Outing from June 1-27 and our “Growing 
Forward” virtual event on Monday, June 28th. 

Be Safe. Be Healthy. Stay Kind.  

CChhaadd  HHeerrsshhnneerr  

Director of Philanthropy 

St. Elizabeth Hospital Foundation  

IInnttrroodduucciinngg  MMiicchhaaeell  BBeerrggmmaannnn——FFooxx  VVaalllleeyy  HHoossppiittaall  PPrreessiiddeenntt  

We are pleased to announce Michael Bergmann has 
joined Ascension Wisconsin as Fox Valley Hospital 
President overseeing Ascension NE Wisconsin which 
includes Ascension St. Elizabeth Hospital, Ascension 
Mercy Hospital and Ascension Calumet Hospital. 

Jenny Derks will remain the Vice President of 
Operations at Ascension Calumet Hospital and 
Mercy Hospital, reporting to Michael.  

Mike and his wife, Kris, have four children and are 
delighted to call the Fox Valley home.  

"I have a deep appreciation for the important role that our donors play in 
supporting our Ascension Northeast Wisconsin hospitals and programs. With 
their donations, we are able to truly fulfill our mission of providing care in the 
communities we serve, especially to those who are the most vulnerable and in 
need. Thank you for believing and investing in our mission." 

YYoouurr  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  TTeeaamm  

We are pleased to share with you our Ascension St. Elizabeth Hospital 
Foundation team moving forward. We are happy to assist donors and connect 
your support with our healthcare mission-based programs and services. 

Chad Hershner  Nikki Knight Julie Miskoviak
Director of Philanthropy  Foundation Coordinator Communications & Events 

Specialist

Coree Van Thiel  Heather Zoromski
Grants Manager  Gift Officer
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